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“In sheer desperation 1 went to the l

ministry of the Interior end sought
an interview with the baron, whao,

when 1 told him of the disaster, ap | C@¥ity behind was filled with beautl-

peared greatly concerned, and went at
once to the nollee department (o make

inguiry. Next day, however, he came |

to me with the news that the charge

egainst my mother had been proved |

by a statement of the woman Ship
ol herself, and that she had already
pixrted on her long journey to Si-
berin—she had been exiled to one of
Chose dreaded Arctle settlements he
pond Yakutsk, a place where it is al-
most eternal winter, and where the

ieonditions of 1ife are such that halfl |

fhe convicts are Insane. The baron,

Bowever, declared that, as my father's [

friend, it was his duty to act as guar-
dian to me, and that as my father had
been English T ought to be put (o an
English school Therefore, with his
welt-assumed title of uncle, he took
mme to Chichester, For vears 1 re

ained there, until one day he came |

puddenly and fetched me away, tak
8ng me over to Helsingfors—for the
ezar had now appolnted him governor
general to Finland, There, for the
first time, be Introduced me to his son
[Michael, a plmply-faced lieutenant of
cavalry, and said in a most declsive
manner that I must marry him. 1
maturally refused to marry a man of
whom 1 knew so little, whereupon,
finding me obdurate, he quickly al
tered his tactics and became kind.
ness {taclf, saying that as 1 wus young
he would allow me 4 year in which to
make up my mind,

“A week later, while living in the
palace al Helsinglors, 1 overheard o
conversation between the governor
®enaral and his son, which revealed to
me a stnggering truth that T had never
suspected. It was Oberg himsell who
had denounced my mother to the
mrinister of the interlor, and had
made those cormel,
agninst her! Then 1 discerned the
repson, She belng exiled, ber fortune,
as well ag that of my father, came to
me, The reason they were scheming
for Michael to marry me was in order
to obtaln control of my money, and
then, after the necessary legal for-
mnlities, 1 should, on a trumped-up
charge of conspiracy, share the same
fate as my mother had done.”

“The infernwl scoundrel!™ | jacu-
fated, when 1 read her words while
from Jack, who had been looking over
my shoulder, escaped o flerce and for-
c¢lble vow of vengeance,

“The baron took me with him to

Peteresburg when he went ow officlal |H:tirl. it

business, and we remaloed there nent-
Oy a month,” the narrative went on
*“While there 1 recelved a seeret mes-
gage from ‘“The Red Priest, Lthe unseen
sind unknown power ol nlhilism, who
has {or so many vears baflled the po-
Mes. 1 went to see him, and he re-
wvenled to me how Oberg had con-
strived to have my mother banished |
mpon a false charge. He warned me
mgainst the man who had pretended to |
be my father’s friend, and also told |
me that he had known my father in
timately, and that if 1 got Into any
turther difficulty | was to communi-
wate with him and he would assist
me, Oberg took me back to Helsing
fors a few montha luter, and In sum-
mer we went to England, He was a
marvelously clever diplomatist. His
tectics he conld change at will. When
1 was at school he was rough and bru-
tal in his wanner towards me, as he
was to all; but now he seemed to be
endeavoring to inspire my confidence |
by treating me with kindly regard
and pleasant affability.

“In London, at Claridge’s, wa met
my old schoolfellow Muriel and her
father—a friend of Oberg's—and In
response to thelr invitation went for
a crulse on thelr yacht, the Iris, from
Bouthampron. Our party was a Very
pleasant one, and (ncluded Woodroffe
and Chater, while our criulse acrovy
the Bay of Blscay and slong the Portu-
guese const proved most dalightful
One night, while we were lying outsids
Libson, Woodrolfe and Chater, togeth-
er with Olinto, went ashore, and when
aley returned in the early hours of
ithe morning they awoke me by cross-
ing the deck nbove my head. Then I
Meard someone outslde my cabin door
working as though with a screw-

river, unscrewing a rerew from the
woodwork, This aroused my Interest,
and next day | made a minute exam-
fnation of the paneling. where, in one
part, 1 found two wmall brass sorews
that had evidently been recently re-
moved. Therefore 1 succeeded in get-

baseless charges |

| quired I

further details on the ingenlous piece
I

¥

ting hold of a serewdriver from the
cearpenter's shop, and mnext night.
when everyone was asleep, 1 crept
| out and unscrewed the panel, when to
| my surprise | saw that the secret

il Jjewelry, diamond collars, tiaras,
necklets, fine pearls, emeralds and

turquoises, all thrown In Indiscrim-
inately

“1 replaced the panel and kept care
ful watch. At Marsellles, where we
called. more jewelry and a heavy hag-
ful of platé was brought mboard and |
secreted behind another panel. Then
I knew that the men were thieves.

“Well, one hot summer's night we
were lylng off Naples, and as jt was
a grand festa ashore and there was |
to be a gala performance at the thea-
ter, Leftheourt took a box and the
| whole party were rowed ashore. The
erew were nlso given shoredeave for
the evening, but ay the groat heat had
upsel me | declined to accompany the
theater party and remained on board
with one sailor named Wilson to con-
stitute the wateh. We had anchored
about half n mite from Iand, and
earller In the evening the baron had
gone ashore to send telegrams to Rus-
gin and had not returned

“About ten o'clock | went below to
try and sleep. but 1 had a slight at-
tack of fever, and was unable, There
fore I redressed and eat with the light
| still out, gazing acrogs the starlit bay.
| Presently from my port-hole 1 saw a
ghorebont appronching, and recognized
ji it the baron with a welldressed
|atramr,or. They both came on board, |
inml the boatman, having been pald,
pulled back to the shore, Then the
| baron and his friend—a dark, middle-
aged, full-bearded man, evidently a
person of refinement—went below to

| the saloon, and after a few moments
called to the man Wiison who was on

wateh, and gave him a glnss of whisky | B

and water, which he took up on deck |
to drink at his lelsure |
“The unusutl character of my I'ol-|
low-guests on board that craflt was
guch that my susplcion was constantly |
on the alert, Cierefore curiosity tempt- '
ol me to creop along und peep in at
the erack of the door standing ajar. A
closer view revealed the fact that the
stranger was a high Russian officlal
| to whom I had onee been introduced |
| nt the government palace at Helsing-
fors, the Privy Councillor and Sena-
tor Paul Polovstoff. They were smok-
ing togther, and were discussing in |
Russian the means by which he, |
Polovateff, had arranged to obtain
nians of some new BEritish rortificn-
tions at Gibraltar. From what he
geemed that some Russian
woman, married to an Englishman, a
ciaptain in the garrison, had been Im-
pressed into the secrot service ngainst
her will, but that she had, in order to
gave hergelf, promised to obtain the
photographs and plang that were re-
heard the Englishman's
name, and 1 resolved to take some
steps to inform him in secret of the
intentions of the Russian agent.
“Presgently the two men took fresh
clgars, ascended on deck, and ecust
themselves In the long cane chalrs
pmidships. Still all curlosity to hear

of esplonage apainst my own nation,
I took off my shoes and erept up to a
spot where 1 could erouch concealed
and overhear thelr conversation. for
the Italian night was calm and still
They talked mainly about affairs in
Finland, and with some of Oberg's
expressions of opinion Polovstolf ven-
tured to differ. Suddenly, while the
privy eouncillor lay back in his chair
pulling thoughtfully at his elgar, thera
was a hright, blood-red flash, a dull
report, and & man's short, agonized
ery. Startled, 1 leaned around the
carner of the deckhouse, when, to my
abject horror, [ saw under the electrie
rays the czar's privy councillor lying
sldewnys In his chair with part of his
face blown away. Then the hideous
truth in an instant became apparent.
The cigar which Oberg had pressed
upon him down in the salpon had ex-
ploded, and the small misslle con.
cealed Inside the dinbolical contrlv-
ance had passed upwards into his
brain. For a moment | stood utterly
stupefled, yet as I looked I saw the
baron, in a paroxysm of rage, shaka
his fist in the dead man's face and cry
with a fearful Impreeation: ‘You
hound! You have plotted to réplace
me in the czar's favor. You intended
to become governor-genaral of Fin-
land! You knew certaln facts which
you intended to put before his maj
esty, knowing that the revelations
would result in my diggrace and

—

downfall. But. you lufernal cur, you
did not know that those who attrmgt
to thwart Xavier Oberg either dio by
nceident or wo for life to Kajana or
the mipen!’ And he spurned the
body with Nis foot and lsughed ‘o
himself as he gloated over his das
tardly erime.

“I watched his rage, unmable to utter
a single word. 1 saw bim, after he
bad searched the dead man's pockets,
ralse the inert body with its awful
featureless face and drag it to the bul
warks. Then | rushed forward and
faced bim.

“In ap Instant he sprang at me, and
I sereamed. But no &id came. The
man Wilson was sleeping soundly 'n
the bows, for the whisky he had given
him had been doctored,” went on the
narrative, “Upon his fMee was a
fierce, murderous look such as 1 had
never seen before. "You!" he soreamed,
his dark eyes starting from thelr
sockets as he reaifzed that 1 had been
a witness of his cowardly erime. ‘You
have spled upon me, girl!" he hlssed,
‘and you shall die alsa!" 1 sank upon
my knees Imploring him to spare me,
but he only laughed at my entreaty.
‘SBee!” he cried, ‘as you saw how he
enjoyed his cigar, you may as well see
this!* And with an effort he ratsed
the dead body In his arms, polsed it
for a moment on the vessel's glde, and
then, with & hoarse laugh of triumph,
heaved It into the sea. There was n
gplash, and then we were alone. ‘And
vou!" he ¢ried in a fierce voice—'you
who bave spled upon me—youa will fol-
low! The water there will elgse your |
chatter mouth!" 1 shrieked, haggml.‘
and implored, but his trembling hands |
were upon my throat First he|
dragged me to my feet, then he threw
me upon my knees, and at last, with
that grim brutality which characterizes
him, he directed me to go and get &
mop and bucket from the forecastle
and remove the dark red stains from
the chalr and deck. This he actuslly
foreed me to do, gloating over my hor-
ror as | removed for him the traces
of Wl cowardly crime. Then, with
his hand wpon my shoulder, lie sald.
‘Girl! Recollect that you Kkeep to-
night's work gecret. If not, you shall

When Everyone Was Asleep | Crept
Out and Unscrewed the Panel.

die a death more painful than that
flog has dled—one in which you shall
experience all the tortures of the
damned, Recollect, not a slngle word
—or death! Now, go to your cabin,
and never pry Into my affairs again.'

“A great sensation was caused when
the body was discovered. The squad-
ron was lying off Naplea aboul a week
after the Irlg had left, and while we
were there the body was washed up
near Sorrento. At first but litle no-
tico was taken of it, but by the marks
an the depd man's linen It was discov-
eréd that he was Polovstoff, one of the
highest Russian officlals, who had, it
was said, been wirned on several oe
erasions by the nihilists. It was, there.
fore, concluded that his death had
been due to nihilist vengeantce,

“The real reason why the baron
gpared my life was because, If 1 died,
my fortune would pass to a distant
cousin  living at Durham. Yet hls
manner towards me WwWas NOw  most
pollte and pleasant—a change that I
felt boded no good He intended to |
obtain my money by marrylng me to
his son Michael, whoss evll reputa-
tion ns & gambler was well known m
Petersburg. Wae traveled back to Fin-
land In the autumn, and in the winter
he took me o stay with his sister In
Niee. Yet almost dally he referred
to that tragedy at Naples, and threat-
ened me with death if ever I uttersd
a ulngle word, or even admitted that 1
had ever teen the muan who was his
'rival and his victim."

“Last June” eomme another
paragraph, “we were in ;Huml.
when one day the baron called me
suddenly and toM me to prepare for a
fourney. We were to.cross Lo Block-
holm and thenpe to Hull where the
Iris was awaiting ua, for Mr. Lelth-
court and Muriel had lavited ua for a
summer erulse to the Greek isianda.
We boarded the yacht wuch against
my will, yet | was powerless, and daroe
not allege the facts that | had al
ready establithed concerning our fel
low.guests. Murfel and 1, It seems,
were taken merely In order to blind
the shoreguards and customs officlals
as to the real nature of the vessel,
which went safely out of the channel,
was repainted and repamed the Lola,
untll her exterior presented quita &
different appearance from the iris

“The port of Leghorn was our first
place of eall, and for some reason wo
ran purposely upon a sandbank and
were towed off by Italian torpedo
boats. Next evening you came on
hoard and dined. Muriel nand myself
having strict orders not to show our
selves. We, however, watched Yyou,
and | saw you plek up my photograph
which 1 had that day torn up. Then
immediately after you had left Woord-
rofie, Chater and Mackintosh went
ashore and were away a couple of
Kours In the middle of the night. Just
before they returned the baron rapped
at the door of my cabin saying that
he must go ashore, and telling me to
dress and accompany him. He would
never allow me the luxury of a mald,
fearing, 1 suppose, that she might
learn too much. In obedience I rose
and dressed, and when 1 went forth
he told me to get my traveling cloak
and dressing bag, adding that he was
compelled to go north, as to continue
the cruise would ocoupy too much
time. He was due back at his officinl
dutles, he said. As soon as I had
finished packing, the three men re
turned to the vessel all of them look-
ing darkfaced and dieappointed.
Woedroffe whispered some words to
the baron, after which 1 went lp
Muriel's cabin and wished her good-
by, and we went ashore, taking the
train first to Qolle Salvettl, thence to
Piga, and afterwards to the beautiful
old eolty of Slena, which 1 had so
longed to ses. One of my teeth gave
me pain, and the baron, after a couple
of days at the Hotel de Slenne, took
me to a queer-looking little old Italian
—a dentlet who, he said, enjoyed an
exeellent reputation, 1 was quick to
notice that the two men had met be:
fore, and as I sat In the chalr and gas
was given to me I saw them exchange
meaning glances. In n few moments
1 became insensible, but when 1 awoks
an hour later I was astounded to feel
n curlous soreness In my ears. My
tongue, too, seemed paralyzed, and fn
a few moments the awful truth
dawned upon me. I bad been rendered
deaf and dumb!

“The baron pretended to be greatly
concerned about me," it went on, “but
I quickly realized that T had been the
vietim of a foul and dastardly plot,
and that he had conceived it, fearing
lest T might speak the truth concern-
ing the Privy Councillor Polovstoff,
for of exposure he lved In constant
fear. To encompass my end would
be ngainst his own Interests, a8 he
would lose my fortune, so he had &i-
lenced me lest | should reveal the ter-
rible truth concerning both him and
hig assoclates. He was not rich, and
1 have reason to belleve that from
time to time he gave Information as
to persons who possessed valuable
jewels, and thus shared in the plunder
obtained by those on the yacht.

“From Italy we traveled on to Bor-
lin, thence to Petersburg, and back to
dreary Helslngfora, Journeying as
qulckly as we could, yet never allow-
fng me opportunity of being with
strangers. Both my eara and tongue
were very painful, but 1 sald nothing.
He was surely a flend In a black coat,
and my only thought now was how to
escaps him, From the moment when
that go-called dentist had rulned my
hearing and deprived me of power of
gpeech, he Kept me aloof from every-
one, The fear that I shonld reveal
everything had apprrently grown to
haunt him, and he had concelved that
terrible mode of sllencing my lips.
But the true depth of his villalny was
not yet apparent until 1 was back In
Finland.

“On the night of our arrival he
called In his son, who had traveled
with us from Petersburg, and in
writing agaln demanded that 1 should
marry him. 1 wrote my reply—a firm
refusal. He struck the table angrily
with his first and wrote saying that
1 should either marry his son or dle,
Then next day, while walking alone
out bevond the town of Helalngfors,
as I often used to do, T was arrested
upon the false charge of an atiempt
upon the life of Madame Vakurof
and transported, without trlal, to the
terrible fortress of Knjana, some of
the horrors of which you have your
self experienced, The charge ngalust
me wag necessary before 1 could be
Incarcerated there, but ence within, it
wag the achome of the governorgen-
eril to obtaln my consent to the mar
riage by threats and by the constant
terrors of the pince. He sven went
s0 far as to obtain & ministerinl order
for my banishment to Saghalien and
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the
me himself. But now that all

It appears to me like some

dream | never belleved that so much
iniquity existed in the world, or that
men could fight n defensaless woman
with such double-dealing and cruel in-
genulty, Ah! the tortures 1 endured
fn Kajana are beyond human conpep
tion. Yet surely Oberg and Wood-
roffe will obtain their well-meritsd de-
serts—If not in this world, then in the
world to come. Are we not taught by
Holy Writ to forgive our enemies?
Therefora, Ist us forgive.”

- L - L] - - -

There my silent love's strange story
ended. A bald, stralghtforward narrs-
tive that held us all for some moments
absolutely speechless—one ‘of the
strangest and most startling storles
ever revenled, '

She watched every expression of
my coiintenance, and then, which 1hnd
finished reading and placed my arm
tenderly about her slim waist, sha
raised her beautiful face to mine to re-
celve the passionate lss I imprinted
upon those goft, full lips,

“This, of course, makes everything
plain,” exelaimed Jack. “Polovstoft
wag & very llberal minded and upright
offieln]l who was greatly in the {avor
of the czar, and a serious rival to
Oberg, whose drastic and merciless
methods in Finland were not exactly
approved by the emperor, The baron
was well aware of this, and by in-
genfonsly enticing him on board the
Iris he succeeded by handing that
small bomb concealed in a clghr—n
nihillat contrivance that had probably
been gelzed by his police in Finland—
in freeing himself from the rival who
wiis destined to occupy hls post."

“Yes," 1 sald with a sigh, "“The
mystery is cleared up, it is true, yet
my poor Elma is still the wviotim."
And 1 kissed my love paesionately
agnin and agzain upon the lips.

THE END.

WAR IN THE CARPATHIANS

Passes Which the Russians Are En-
deavoring to Force Are of Im-
menne Importance.

The Carpathian chain, from south of
Krakow to the Roumanian border,
runs a distance of 300 miles. Months
ago, before the Russian recoll from
Bukowina, there was contact along
nearly the entire line.  Today {he
armids are fn clash on a line of about
120 miles. In the north 15 Dukla pass,
by forcing which the Russians would
clear the way to Barfa or Bartfeld,
and the rallway line leading through
the important city of Kassa to Buda-
pest. Thirty miles southeast of Dukla
lles Lupkow pass, through which runs
the rallway from Prezemysl, by way of
Meto-Lamore, toward the Hungarlan
capital. Fifty miles southeast of Lup-
kow is Uzsok, the strategle center of
the Carpathians, through which comes
the rallway from Lemberg. Thirty-five
miles to the southeast lies Beskld pass,
through which the Russians at one
time had penetrated ns far as Volocs,
in Hungary. Midway between Uzsok
and Beskld, on the Gallcian slope of
the Carpathians, the German forces
gent to brace up the Hapsburg troops
have been standing on guard in the
viginity of Koziown, where terrific
combats took place when yet there
was hope of relleving Przemysl. From
Kozlowa the Germans will not attempt
to bar the Russian advance through
the Uzsok gap, Should the Russians
foree their way through—and Petro-
grad has been claiming successes in
that reglon—a march of less than
twanty miles will bring them out on
the Hungarian plain, while further to
the north and south the Carpathlan
barrier widens out and presents diffi-
enlt country for a rapid advance,
Along the fifty miles from Lupkow to
Uzsok the declsive clash will take

plage,

Why We Christen Boats,

The modern custom of christenipg
vessels Is without doubt an adaptation
of an anclent custom, just as 20 many
of our other customs and habits have
been adapted from anclent ones, The
anclents used to place the Image of
a titular delty at the stern of thelr
vessels, In the tutela, or shrine. Do
you remember that the boat mens
tioned in the twenty-elghth chapter of
the Acts, the boat that carrled Paul
from Malta to Rome, was “under the
sign of Castor and Pollux?" It was,
B0 says Acts.

The ceremony of breaking a bottle
of wine on the bow of & new vesnel ag
it is launched s mnother anclent
adapted custom, For the anclents of-
fered & libation to Neptune or Posel
don, who ruled the seas, as they
launched their boats,

DISASTERS LAID TO WIRELESS

Posalble Explanation of Events That
Have Been More or Leas of a
Mystery.

A well-known sclentlst recently sug:

]uncﬁon of wircless wave routes, and
it is sald that the wireless so affected
the bralns of ships’ commanders that
in eritical moments they lost control
of thelr vessels. This theory s con.
firmed Ly the fact that birds Oying
near wireless stutlons move in &n un-

ey 1 mn::u h?:.
deatroyed the Bri esl
e M.h_ulmauom

ensy, agitated fashion, as {f their
fenses werg under some JArange In

B | end of the last y

Ing me. 1 will not go down into the
cellar”

“But why?" asked her friend. “Be
cause,” she replied, “I am afrald of
splders.”

Churchgolng Caollles.

The article in n recent oumber of
the Companion about the shepherd
dogs that accompany thelr masters to
‘¢hurch in some parts of Scotland has
reminded & contributor of another col
lle story.

In & district of Sutherland, whers
the population Is yery seanty, the con-
gregations fre often made up one-half
of dogs, each human worshiper buv
fng his caning companion. These dogs
sit out the Gnelie services with com-
mendable patlence untll toward the

ciate, he found the people all sitting
when he was about to. pronounce the
. He paused, ecxpeoct!
them to rise, untll an old lh:;;.:l‘
looking up to the pulplt, said: “'Say
awa’, sir; wo're aslttin' to cheat the
dowgn."—Youth's Compunion,

Service of Alrcraft
It cannot be sald on the evidence
8o far furnished by the war that the
striking power of alreraft—as dis-

Laboratory Gemas,
Jewaelers say that the statoments of
the chemists us to laborhtory gems
hive been exaggerated In various

g ol

ways and an a result dishonest deal- |

ers often take advantage of the situa.
tion. Buch dealers may try occasion
ally to sell an imitation for a res
#gem, but more common frauds nre

making extravagant clalms for the

b o

The night clothes of little lads and
maids, when made for other seasons
than winter, do not differ much from
those worn by their elders. For little
girls, nainsook and batiste and the
light musling are used for the gowns
and narrow lingerie laces for trim-
ming. The trimming 1s simpler, that
is, not 8o much lace ia used, and the
methods of applylng it are less intrl-
cate, '

With the return of fancy needlework
to fashion in the belongings of grown
people, It is sure to appear on chil-
dren’s clothes, where It seems more
appropriate than any other sort of
trimming. The small and dainty pat-
torns.in laces are chosen when laces
are used,

The little empire gown shown in the
ploture has a body of parrow lace
and fine embrbidery, It {8 eleeveless,
with & rufle of wider val lace finish-
ing the arm eyes. This ia a pattern for
summer ‘wear and few sleeveless
gowns are made for lttle girle, For
between seasons, little models are
made with high neck and long sleaves,

finished with fancy needlework and

smull tucks. These are to be replaced, '
as the cold weather comes on, by
gowns of canton flannel, made long,

The small boy's pajamas hardly need
description. They are made of light
cotton materials. The pants are
fastened at the walst with a tape
which 18 run through a hem in the
top, They are aus plain as can be and
50 ls the coat. This s usually bound
with braid and provided with a pock-
et at one side. The same pattern 18
used for the canton flannel pajamas
uged in cold weather.

For the comfort of little ones who
gleap in cold rooms and are lisble to
klck thelr feet from under cover, bed
shoes of canton fiaunel or of eider-
down are recommeénded, They are
easily made and easily laundered and
they Are most comforting.

Thets ure numbers of patterns for
little nightdresses—the simplest ones
are the best. For the little boy, pa-
jumas, lke those shown in the pic-
ture, cannot be improved upon.

There {8 no reason to doubt the sin-
cerity of 8 woman whq voluntarily
wenrs a Salvation army bonnet

A Lovely Negligee of Yellow Crepe

Some of the most beautiful tones of
yellow are oven more dellcious in
orape, it seems, than in any other ma-
terinl. The adornble negligee pic
tured hers, has been made up in all
tha flowerlike colors: rose, blue,
lavender, pink and in pale groen, and
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top edge of the lace down sbout an
Inch and & hall, to form a standing
roMe, When this flounce has been et
about the waist, small chiffon roses in
light pink, bluo and yellow with pale
groen chiffon leaves, are to bo set
over it in & row, with one color fol-
lowing another. These roses are im-
portant and the negligee would lose
character without them.

A width of thres or four Inches I8
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